Martin Bird’s Prayers for
Monday 29th March – Easter Day 4th April

Monday
Reading – Luke Chapter 22, verses 1 to 23
Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and the chief
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they
were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And
Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with
them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He
consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was
present. Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the
Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. He replied, “As you enter
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he
enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room,
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs,
all furnished. Make preparations there.” They left and found things just as Jesus had told
them. So they prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined
at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of
God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among
you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for
you. But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of
Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” They began to
question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.
Lord Jesus, we thank you for the new covenant you made for us by dying on the cross and raising
to life again. Help us to live for you, and to follow your covenant by keeping you at the forefront of
all we do, so that your perfect sacrifice made once for all may be known by all and so that the good
news of your life, death and resurrection may make a real and lasting difference to your whole
world, this Easter time and always, Amen

Tuesday
Reading – Luke Chapter 22, verses 24 to 53
A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority
over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest
among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For
who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at
the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in
my trials. And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.” But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to
death.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny
three times that you know me.” Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse,
bag or sandals, did you lack anything?” “Nothing,” they answered. He said to them, “But
now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your
cloak and buy one. It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell
you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its
fulfilment.” The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” “That’s enough!” he
replied. Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On
reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven
appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose from prayer and
went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” While
he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the
Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas,
are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw what was going
to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, “No more of
this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests,
the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a
rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the
temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour - when darkness
reigns.”
Lord Jesus, you went faithfully through the last days of your life knowing what was to come, even
when you were talking to your Father in the garden. “Not my will but yours” you said, knowing what
you had to do, and that you had to do it because it was your Father’s will. May we be as strong in
our lives, and when God your Father and ours asks us to do something, may we too be able to say
“Not my will but yours” just as you did. May we always be sure to do your will in our lives and, as
we know that you are our Lord and Saviour, may we strive to make sure more and more people
know that same truth for themselves. As we read this part of the story we can also see ourselves in
the disciples and know that we too have and do let you down in our lives. May we use this Holy
Week to refocus our lives and our very selves on you, determined to do your will in our lives, now
and always, Amen

Wednesday
Reading – Luke Chapter 22, verses 54 to the end
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter
followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”
But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. A little later someone else saw him
and said, “You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. About an hour later
another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied,
“Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster
crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the
Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three
times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. The men who were guarding Jesus began
mocking and beating him. They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit
you?” And they said many other insulting things to him. At daybreak the council of the
elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met together, and
Jesus was led before them. “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” Jesus
answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not
answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty
God.” They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You say that I am.” Then
they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.”
Lord Jesus, as we move on with your final hours before your crucifixion, we can see ourselves in
Peter, when he denied you after coming under pressure to do just the opposite. Help us to know
those things that we do that deny you in our lives – those things that when other people see us
doing them would not make them know that we follow you. Help us to not only to know what those
things are, but to stop doing them too, so that our whole lives may be truly lived for you and in you.
Unlike the chief priests and teachers of the law, we know that you are the Messiah, the Son of God
and our Saviour. May we now do all we can to help others come to this same revelation for
themselves so that more and more people would know you as their Saviour too. Amen

Maundy Thursday
Reading – Luke Chapter 23, verses 1 to 25
Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him,
saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to
Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and
the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” But they insisted, “He stirs up the
people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way
here.” On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus
was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that
time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign
of some sort. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief
priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. Then
Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they
sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had
been enemies. Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to
them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have
examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.
Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to
deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” But the whole crowd
shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been thrown into
prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate
appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” For the third
time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.”
But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts
prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man who had been
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered
Jesus to their will.
Lord Jesus, we now reach the point in the Easter story where your crucifixion becomes certain.
Sometimes we know that our voices are among those crying out “Crucify Him!” when we go
against what you teach and go our own way. Help us when we are tempted to do that which upsets
you, to come back to you, knowing that your way for our lives is always the best way. When the
world is saying “Crucify Him” as it seems to be doing at the moment, may we stand strong and
praise you and give you the glory so that more and more people may come to you and the
dissenting voices grow ever quieter. You are our Saviour and you did die for us all. May the world
know that truth for themselves at this most difficult of times. Amen

Good Friday
Reading – John Chapter 19, verses 16a to 37
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of
the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).There they crucified him, and with him two
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and
fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews
read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was
written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do
not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” Pilate
answered, “What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they
took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to
bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes
among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers did. Near the
cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later, knowing that
everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I
am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge
on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink,
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Now it was
the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish
leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to
have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the
legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But
when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of
blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He
knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things
happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,”
and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”
Lord Jesus, when we read this passage, it is one we know well. Even so, help us to read it with
fresh eyes and see anew the horror of what you went through for us. You were crucified on a cross
for us all, to save us all from our sins. Help us, even though this is such a familiar story to us, to
read it with awe and wonder that you love us so much that you were prepared to do your Father’s
will and die for us all. The thought of you on the cross brings tears to our eyes, and must have
devastated your followers. But we know something really important – it is Friday, but Sunday is
coming. Thank you Lord Jesus for your ultimate and perfect sacrifice made once for all on the
cross – may this Good Friday truly mark a time when more and more of your world come to
recognise that sacrifice for themselves. You are our crucified Saviour, but on Sunday you will be
our risen Saviour. Thank you Lord Jesus for everything Amen.

Easter Saturday
Reading – John Chapter 19, verses 38 to the end
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple
of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he
came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier
had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventyfive pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been
laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.
Lord Jesus, thank you for Joseph of Arimathea who took your body away and buried it in his
garden tomb. This day is one where we know that you are dead, and we take a moment in peace
to think about just what that means.
Your followers would have been devastated, not knowing what would happen. But we know what is
coming, but we also know that because you were definitely dead, what is coming is truly
miraculous, and proved then and proves now that you are the Son of God and our Saviour. May
we all know that afresh today, and be able to take time out of our lives to spend time with you at
this dark time before the light of the world then shines out in the joy of resurrection. The darkest
time is just before dawn – so let it be for your world now. It is dark, but your light – the true light of
the world is coming. Amen

Easter Sunday
Reading – John Chapter 20, verses 1 to 18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other
disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He
saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went
back to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept,
she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body
had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you
crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put
him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that
it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and
cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to
me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went
to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said
these things to her.
Alleluia – Christ is risen! He is risen indeed – Alleluia!
Lord Jesus, the time for celebration is here. You are risen! Help us to be truly excited and joyful
about this wonderful news – news we know well, but is no less important today as it was then. May
all people know the joy of knowing the risen Christ in their lives and may that joy spread throughout
this world, at a time when it is so needed. You are the risen Saviour of the World, the true light of
the world – shine out now, and use us to shine that light too so more and more people may come
to you, and know the true, real message of Easter.
Alleluia – Christ is risen! He is risen indeed – Alleluia!
Amen

