
    

Review of 2025 
(Taken from our report on 

2025 to the Charity 

Commission) 

 

Led by Rev Canon Simon 

Cutmore, we undertook a major reflection on 

how we best operated in accordance with 

the Parish Profile we had developed in 2024.  

From this came a plan of six strands of activity 

(now seven), formally launched as a three 

year Vision in September 2025 
(https://www.allsaintshertford.org/vision.php).  

More work on the practical implementation 

of this involving the entire congregation and 

community is planned for Lent 2026. 

 

In a related activity, the PCC and Standing 

Committee have reviewed and revised their 

operations to streamline and focus their 

activities in-line with the agreed strands. 

 

On Sundays at 10.00am, we held an All-Age 

Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month, 

and Parish Communion on the remining 

Sundays. We celebrated Holy Communion at 

11.00 am on Thursday and on major Saints 

days as they occurred. Morning and Evening 

prayer was held Mon -Thurs and Morning 

Prayer on Saturdays. 

 

Our Sunday evening service at 6.30 was an 

informal 'Breathing Space' first Sunday with 

Choral Evensong according to the Book of 

Common Prayer on the second and fourth 

Sundays. We have continued on the third 

Sunday evening a service of Choral 

Compline. Fifth Sundays have again been a 

variety of informal styles or a Choral 

Communion as appropriate. 

 

We continue our weekly services at Bentley 

House, a local care home, which now 

ministers to elderly residents who could not 

otherwise attend church. Regular Assemblies 

in several local schools are led by the Vicar. 

 

A monthly round of Home Communions for 

those in need been established. 

 

New patterns of worship were trialled and 

assessed by the PCC. Changes made to 

liturgy were in accordance with Common 

Worship and designed to be as accessible 

and inclusive as possible. The liturgical 

seasonal colours were introduced as banners 

on pillars to beautify the church building 

along with some new matching altar frontals 

to underline the seasonality of our worship. 

 

We have started a regular pattern of 

systematic study via a weekly Bible Study 

'Lectio Divina' on-line on Monday evenings, 

and a mix of live and on-line weekly 

courses/opportunities to study under the 

brand 'Thinking Thursdays'. 

 

We also launched a regular weekly service 

called 'SmAll Saints' on Tuesday mornings for 

babies, preschoolers and their parents/carers. 

 

All Saints has a very strong musical tradition, 

and we have a choir of young people and 

adults which is open to anyone wishing to 

make a regular commitment to leading the 

congregation in singing at services, and to 

learn about the rich variety of sacred music. 

We believe that the musical training involved 

has strong educational benefits, and many of 

our former choir members have gone on to 

achieve success both in music and other 

walks of life. Several have gained choral or 

organ scholarships at university. 

 

Our Director of Music and Assistant Organist 

play the church’s fine “Father Willis” organ 

and also have a leading role in encouraging 

the young and enthusiastic atmosphere of 

our Choir. We were able, after a significant 

gap to appoint a new 'Soundbites' organ 

scholar in Autumn 2025. 

 

Our community links are enhanced by 

another musical activity for which All Saints is 

well known in the town, which is our regular 
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series of “Soundbites” concerts on 

Wednesday lunchtimes. These cater for all 

ages, but mainly retired people, and are free 

of charge with donations welcomed. These 

concerts are of a high standard and often 

feature promising young professional 

musicians who are just starting their careers. 

They are also highly popular, and regular 

attenders often remark on the friendly and 

welcoming atmosphere, and how the 

concerts are a great social service to the 

town, as well as a musical one. 

 

In addition, the church is a well-used venue 

for a number of outside music organisations, 

including regular concerts by Hertford Choral 

Society, Hertford Symphony Orchestra and 

Lumos. Once again we were the main hosts 

for the Hertfordshire Festival of Music. 

 

We have very good relationships with our 

local schools who regularly visit. They bring 

students and families for school celebrations 

and for services such as Harvest Festivals and 

Carol Services. In 2025 the winner of the 

Christmas Tree Festival was Wheatcroft 

Primary School and many local organisations 

took part – we plan to repeat this in 2026.  

 

We also value highly the social and other 

activities and services connected with the 

church, eg, in 2025 we hosted the 

Hertfordshire Justice Service and a major 

Charity event raising over £68,000 for 

schoolreaders.org. 

 

With the wider community in mind, we also 

host a monthly food festival, Street Food 

Heroes in our churchyard and this is 

sometimes combined with other activities to 

build relationships with the community. 

 

A Creation-tide Craft afternoon in the 

Summer Holidays hosted children and families 

making animal themed craft and a 

Scavenger Hunt, followed by a Games 

afternoon during the Autumn Half-term 

attracting a surprisingly large number of 

families.  We plan to repeat/expand in 2026. 

 

We continue to develop our Eco credentials 

as the GreenWatch Talks bringing excellent 

speakers and an increasing audience into All 

Saints. Lunches are sold and early arrivals 

enjoy discussions on environmental concerns. 

We have embedded this work in our Vision. 

 

Many special groups exist in the church, for a 

variety of purposes, and although they are 

largely attended by the church community, 

they are open to all without distinction. 

 

Apart from the activities already mentioned 

above, we have  a Flower Club which both 

arranges flowers in the church building, 

including for weddings, and organises 

occasional special events, an Art Group 

which has held exhibitions, a Work Party 

undertaking essential maintenance of both 

church and hall, and an active group of 

bellringers, which we share with St Andrew’s 

Church. 

 
 

This year’s Annual Meetings will be held in 

Church on Sunday 19th April after the morning 

service. All welcome to hear/contribute to 

our plans for the coming year. 

 

If you are not currently on our Electoral Roll 

and wish to vote at the meeting, please 

complete an application form (from the back 

of church) and return to Martin Penny by 

Easter Sunday. 

 

New Bishop of St Albans 
Rt Revd Andrew Rumsey,  

currently Bishop of Ramsbury 
 

 
 

Bishop Andrew described the news as “a 

homecoming”, returning to the Diocese in 

which he was born and baptised, where his 



    
father served as a parish priest and where he 

spent his early life.  

 

In his announcement message, he said: 

 

“I am thrilled to be announced today as the 

next Bishop of St Albans. This is the diocese 

where I was born, baptised and grew up, and 

it is a profound joy to return home. My prayer 

is that together we will come home to Christ, 

and that our churches, schools and 

chaplaincies will be places where people of 

every background can truly belong.” 

 

Bishop Andrew will move to the Diocese with 

his wife, Rebecca, and their family later this 

year, asking for prayers as they prepare for 

the transition. “Please know that I will be 

praying for you,” he said, “and I ask you to 

pray for me and our family as we prepare for 

all that lies ahead.” 
 

Limitations of space preclude including the full 

announcement here.  It can be found at  

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/news/andrew-

rumsey-next-bishop-st-albans-announcement/ 

 

Placement at All Saints 
Rev Peter Briggs 

 

Hi, I’m Peter - a 

curate currently 

serving at St 

Peter’s 

Broadwater and 

Oak Church in 

Stevenage, and 

I’m thrilled to be 

able to spend 

time with you this 

May! I grew up in 

Milton Keynes 

and did my 

ministry training in 

Bristol before 

moving to 

Stevenage with 

my wife Saffron, 

who is herself 

training for ordination at Ridley Hall in 

Cambridge. Outside of church life, you’ll find 

me at the gym, playing board and card 

games with friends, or hunting down the next 

great undiscovered artist at a small gig 

somewhere in London — my music taste is 

pretty wide-ranging, so I’m always up for a 

recommendation! 

 

I come from an evangelical charismatic 

background, but in recent years I’ve been 

falling in love with the richness of more 

traditional forms of church, and I’m genuinely 

excited to immerse myself in those more 

deeply during my time at All Saints. I’m also 

passionate about new monasticism and 

spiritual formation, so I’m particularly looking 

forward to exploring those topics together. 

 

I’m looking forward to getting to know you, 

share in your community, and learn from all 

that All Saints has to offer. Please do come 

and say hello! 

 

Services in Holy Week and 

for Easter 

 
Full details are in the diary overleaf.  The Sung 

Compline (Mon-Weds) will also have a 

Reflection suitable for that day in Holy Week.   

 

As last year, the Easter Day Communion will 

include elements from the Easter Vigil 

 

Good Friday  

Walk of Witness,  
10-11.30am, Friday 3rd April 2026 

 

Last year's Good Friday Walk of Witness was a 

great success. About 130 gathered at 

three of our churches, took to the streets and 

carried three large crosses through Hertford.  

 

The three teams converged on Salisbury 

Square in the centre of town and from there 

processed to Hartham Common for a short 

time of worship, prayer and Bible readings.  

https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/news/andrew-rumsey-next-bishop-st-albans-announcement/
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Join us this year and let's make the event 

bigger and better, impacting Hertford with 

the good news of Easter. 

 

We hope to have three groups walking 

through the town, carrying large crosses, 

giving out chocolates, and a small card with 

a link to the Alpha Course Video - Why Did 

Jesus Die?"  

 

The three groups will gather at three different 

locations between 10.00am - 10.15am: 

 Hertford Methodist Church, Ware Road 

 All Saints Church, Queens Road 

 United Reform Church Car Park, 

Cowbridge 

 

Join us and play your part in sharing God’s 

great love with Hertford this Easter. Simply turn 

up between 10.00am – 10.15am on Friday 3rd  

April at one of the locations. 

 

Easter Monday  
 

 
 

On Easter Monday, 6 April, join hundreds of 

other pilgrims at St Albans Cathedral for a 

joyful pilgrimage and service that brings 

people together from across the Diocese. It’s 

a day for everyone — grandparents, parents, 

young people, kids, and even dogs (muddy 

boots welcome).  

 

Arrive at the Cathedral to gather on the 

beautiful Abbey Orchard before heading 

inside from 2:30PM for an informal service at 

3PM.  

 

The service will be filled with worship led by 

Russell Blackman, a talk from Leah Bucko 

and a short communion led by Bishop Jane, 

Bishop of Hertford.  

 

More information can be found at 

https://emp.stalbansdiocese.org/ 

 

Walk from Hertford 

 

This year, a group of us from Hertford 

churches are planning to walk from All Saints 

Church to St Albans Cathedral on Easter 

Monday, 6th April 2026.  

 

It will be a very early start (circa 7am) to give 

us time to walk fourteen miles to St Albans in 

time for the procession and service there in 

the afternoon.  

 

If you prefer a shorter walk or a later start you 

are welcome to join us en-route. If you are 

interested in joining us, please contact Julia 

Gough (julia.gough@cantab.net) or John 

Duncan (john.duncan2387@hotmail.co.uk, 

07545 844293) for more information.  

 

GreenWatch 11th April 

 
 

https://emp.stalbansdiocese.org/
mailto:julia.gough@cantab.net
mailto:john.duncan2387@hotmail.co.uk


    

Hertford Churches Together 

Eco Team 
Sustainable Eating 

A talk by Andrei Lussmann 

 

 
Source: Public Health England 

 

Date: Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 

 

Time: Talk at 5.00pm and Discussion  

afterwards.  

 Tea available from 4.30pm.   

 

Venue: Hertford Methodist Church, Ware Rd, 

SG13 7DZ 

 

To allow people to attend this, we have 

cancelled our 18.30 service that day. 

 

St George’s Day Supper 
25th April 7.00 for 7.30pm sharp 

 
Following on from the very successful Burn’s 

Night supper in January we are holding 

another, this time to mark St George’s Day.  

  

Please book with Simon at 

vicar@allsaintshertford.org by the Second 

Sunday after Easter (April 12th).  

Tickets are £15 per person.  

  

Menu: Bangers and mash. Followed by apple 

crumble or trifle - we will be asking for some 

people to help provide puds.  

  

Bring your own drinks 

 

Contact information 

renewal – action needed 
 

We are updating how we store and manage 

our contact information at All Saints to ensure 

we stay up to date with data security, and to 

give you greater flexibility to manage how we 

communicate with you.  We are taking this 

opportunity to conduct a 'one-off' exercise to 

ensure we have the latest contact 

information for you, that we know what you 

would like to receive communications about, 

and to re-confirm your permission to hold your 

data. 

 

Action: In order to continue to receive 

communications from All Saints, we are 

asking everybody to complete a simple form. 

 

It will only take a couple of minutes and can 

be done either by accessing a short on-line 

form at 

https://forms.gle/UyupADuQtAmB7xkb8  or 

filling in a paper version – copies at the back 

of church.   

 

Please provide as much information as you 

are comfortable with, but remember it is 

difficult for Simon to contact, support or visit 

you if we don't hold at least your phone 

number and address.  For legal reasons we 

are not allowed to use the information on the 

parish Electoral Roll. 

 

There are three main categories for 

communications you may be interested in.  

These are 'Worship', 'Events' and 'Children and 

Youth'.  For children under 18, we are asking 

for information of the parent/carer and not 

the child – you will see on the form where you 

can enter any children’s names and date of 

birth (so we can tailor any communications 

and know when they turn 18).  

 

All the data will be held in one central, 

secure, access-controlled database, which 

mailto:vicar@allsaintshertford.org
https://forms.gle/UyupADuQtAmB7xkb8


    
means any changes will be reflected in all 

our mailing lists (including contacts for rotas 

etc). 

 

Thank you for your help. 

 

Flowers 
Donations for Flowers on the 

Memorial Book and Altar 

 

This is to remind you that 

you can donate money 

for flowers on the Altar or 

in the memorial chapel in 

memory of a friend or 

relative.  

 

The calendar to enter 

your chosen date is on 

the noticeboard at the 

back of church or 

contact Dorothy or Fiona.  

 

Easter Flowers 

 

Flowers in church at Easter in memory of 

loved ones have always been special.  Your 

donations are always appreciated and are a 

great help in making our church look its very 

best on Easter morning. 

 

If you would like to donate this year, Dorothy 

Toyn or the Churchwardens would be 

pleased to receive your gift by Easter. 

 

The XMAS TREE CROSS will be 

decorated on Easter Day.  

 

Please remember to bring a 

flower on Easter Day, Sunday 

5th April 

 

 

SmAll Saints 
 

SmAll Saints has been 

running since September 

2025 and now attracts up 

to 17 adults and a dozen 

children each week. 

 

Here are some of their 

thoughts about it: 

 

Zoë: 

 

 We’ve been coming to Small Saints for 

6 months and it’s a really joyful part of 

our week. My son loves playing and 

exploring the church. I love the relaxed 

and friendly atmosphere and it’s been a 

great way to get to know the wider All 

Saints community.  

 

 Hailey: 

 

 We love coming to Small Saints. 

Everyone is so friendly and welcoming. 

My daughter loves the singing. She sings 

the songs at home. It feels a very special 

place to come and be together.  

 

 Eva (aged 4) who comes with her Granny:  

 

 At Small Saints I like:  

Riding on the toys  

Doing the arts and crafts  

Playing the musical instruments  

Listening to the story  

 

There’s plenty of room to play - “I like 

everything.”  

 

If you are able to help – especially with 

preparing craft materials in advance (full 

instructions provided) please speak to Simon. 

 

Kärna/Linköping link 
 

Some members of Kärna Church are joining 

us at the Easter Pilgrimage in St Albans 

Cathedral on Easter Monday and Canon 

Simon is visiting them for a few days in April.   

 

The following two articles come from Fr Olaf. 

 

Our hope is victorious 

 

It simply must! 

 

I’m writing this text two weeks into the Iran 

conflict, and no one seems to be able to 

guess for how long that will go on, or how 

much suffering it will bring. 

 

But whatever happens, we know that the 

Church has a hope and a truth that will 

endure. 

 



    
As Christians our mission is always to stand for 

what’s good, to do good for 

our neighbours, and to fight evil. 

 

And it is our mission to bring light wherever 

there is darkness. In the prayer after receiving 

communion in Kärna, we give thanks to Our 

Lord for coming to us in bread and wine, and 

for sending us into the world as a sign of 

hope. 

 

A sign of hope to the world. WE as a parish – 

in all our different activities and in all our 

encounters and most of all in the Eucharist on 

Sunday morning. The Church will go on 

celebrating the Eucharist and letting the 

world know the good news: God is good! 

 

And also, WE as individuals belonging to the 

congregation. I personally get to be a sign of 

hope to those I meet – or at least try to be. 

For the power and strength to do that in a 

world that seems to become more and more 

unsafe and troubled, that power flows from 

the encounter that the prayer talks about. 

 

We truly meet Our Lord in the bread and wine 

of the Eucharist. The One who can go with us 

all the way. In my worries, He promises: “You 

are never alone”. In my joy He also walks with 

me, for joy is what He wants for each and 

every one of us. 

 
Greetings to our friends in All Saints 

 

Many things are happening as always in 

Kärna. Easter is near, and we will celebrate 

with much joy and celebration – and even a 

confirmation in the Easter Vigil Eucharist! 

 

We look forward to spring and summer, when 

nature proves the truth of the resurrection. 

 

Some of us will even get to meet some of you 

on Easter Monday in St Alban’s Cathedral. 

Nine of us are joining a coach from our 

diocese, and we hope to arrive just in time for 

the Pilgrim Mass! 

 

Unfortunately, our own confirmands will not 

be able to visit you this year, but plans are 

already being made for 2027… 

 

Another thing to share with you is that one of 

the churches of our parish, Kaga, has been 

re-examined archaeologically, and the 

timber in the roof was cut down in the winter 

of 1115–1116 AD, making it the oldest 

positively dated church in the county! We’ll 

find ways to celebrate this later this 

summer…  

 

All for the sake of giving us courage and 

strength to be that sign of hope to the world. 

 
So regardless of the state of the world when 

you read this, you can be sure that Christ’s 

holy Church carries the hope that we all 

need. And that hope will be victorious, 

because He is victorious! 

Many blessings! 

 

/fr Olof, Kärna, Sweden 

 

Produce Stall 
 

Since the beginning of January the Produce 

Stall has been in aid of Practical Action.   So 

far (mid March) this has raised £520 or so, and 

I will continue their support until the end of 

March.    A big thank-you to all for your 

splendid support and contributions - this is 

only possible because of you.   

 

 From the beginning of April, the Stall will be in 

aid of expenses that will be incurred in 

running the Environment Day in September 

by providing two excellent films to be shown. 

 These are 'Six Inches of Soil' by Colin Ramsay, 

'we owe our existence to a six-inch layer of 

topsoil and the fact that it rains', and 'Wilding' 

- The return of nature over the last 20/25 years 

to an English farm, by Isabella Tree. 

  

I still have masses of snowdrops if anyone is 

interested....   they multiply here readily! 

 

Fiona Earle 

 

Plant Sale 16th May 
 

We will be holding our annual Plant Sale on 

Saturday 16th May.  This is a gentle reminder 

to ask that when sowing, planting, taking 

cuttings you do a few extras, both as 

'insurance' and , hopefully, to be able to 

bring for us to sell on the day.   

 

Thank you!



    

Parish Diary Holy Week/April 2026 
 

MARCH  29th Palm Sunday 

10.00 am Parish Communion 

with Dramatized 

reading of the Gospel 

of the Passion 

12.00 noon Holy Baptism  

6.30 pm Quiet meditation for 

Palm Sunday 'The 

Desolate vineyard' 

 

Monday 30th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

10.30 am Service at Bentley 

House 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

8.00 pm Sung Compline with 

Reflection 

  

Tuesday 31st  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

8.00 pm Sung Compline with 

Reflection 

 

APRIL   

Weds 1st 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

2.00 pm Home Communion 

Visits 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

8.00 pm Sung Compline with 

Reflection 

 

Maundy Thursday 2nd 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 

8.00 pm  Choral Communion 

with stripping of Altars 

 

Good Friday 3rd  

10.00 am Walk of Witness 

2.00 pm Hour at Foot of Cross 

 

Easter Day 5th  

10.00 am  Parish Communion 

with Elements of the 

Easter Vigil 

6.30 pm Evensong (said) 

 

Monday 6th  

7.00 am   Pilgrimage to St 

Albans 

 

Tuesday 7th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 8th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 9th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.15 for 9.30 Thinking Thursday: 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Saturday 11th  

11.30 am GreenWatch Coffee 

12.00 noon Light Lunches 

1.00 pm Talk by Madela 

Baddock 

  Take the Jump 

 

Sunday 12th     2nd Sunday of Easter 

10.00 am  Parish Communion 

6.30 pm  Evensong (said) 

 

Thursday 16th   

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.15 for 9.30 Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 17th  

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

 

Saturday 18th  

9.00 onwards Work Party  

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

7.00 pm Concerts Lumos 

 

Sunday 19th 3rd Sunday of Easter 

10.00 am  Parish Communion 

11.45 am Annual Meetings 

6.30 pm  Choral Compline 

 

Monday 20th   

10.30 am Service at Bentley 

House 

 

Tuesday 21st   

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

 

Thursday 23rd   

11.00 am Morning Prayer 

4.00 pm Street Food Heroes 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 24th  

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

 

Saturday 25th Mark 

9.30 am   Holy Communion 

7.00 for 7.30 St George's Day   

Supper and Quiz 

 

Sunday 26th  Fourth Sunday of 

Easter/Safeguarding 

Sunday 

10.00 am Parish Communion  

6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 

Monday 27th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

10.30 am Service at Bentley 

House 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

  

Tuesday 28th  

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

10.00 am SmAll Saints 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Weds 29th  Catherine of Siena 

8.00 am Morning Prayer 

9.00 am Holy Communion 

12.00 for 1.00 pm Soundbites 

     David Kirby -  Clarinet 

 Ian Ray - Piano 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Thursday 30th Philip & James 

8.00 am  Morning Prayer 

9.15 for 9.30 Thinking Thursday 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 

5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

MAY   Friday 1st  

5.30 pm  Choir Practices 

 

Saturday 2nd  

9.30 am Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday 3rd 

10.00 am  Parish Communion  

4.30 pm for 5.00 pm Tea and talk at 

Methodist Church.  

 Sustainable Eating 

 Andrei Lussman 

6.30 pm No service at All Saints 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information 

www.allsaintshertford.org      

: : : AllSaintsHertf 

 

Vicar 

Rev Simon Cutmore 

07885 660653      

vicar@allsaintshertford.org 

 

Office                            

office@allsaintshertford.org  

 

Full list of contacts 
www.allsaintshertford.org/contacts.php 
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