
    

What next? 
 

Dear friends, 

 

We are so sorry to have to say goodbye to our 

wonderful Rector Jo after 16 amazing years, 

but we also wish her a long, happy and 

fulfilling retirement.  

 

Many thanks also to Doug for his Ministry and 

his support of Jo and the kindness and love 

which they have shown both within the church 

and in the wider Parish and Deanery. 

 

Jo’s retirement brings with it a time of 

challenge for All Saints but also an opportunity 

for us all to work even more closely together to 

maintain worship and pastoral care in our 

parish, so that when a new Rector is 

appointed, they will be coming into a vibrant 

and caring community. 

 

Being part of the Church of England there are, 

of course, specific rules and regulations we 

have to follow and a time scale which may 

sometimes be frustrating. However, much of 

this is designed to give us time for reflection on 

what we have valued and will miss following 

Jo’s departure but also what we are hoping 

her successor will bring to enable worship and 

church life to flourish here at All Saints. 

 

Following Jo’s retirement, we will be thinking 

about the church profile which we will have to 

produce for prospective applicants. This will 

need to give a picture of what life in Hertford 

is like for someone considering moving here, 

what they can expect to find at All Saints 

which would encourage them to apply and 

also a person specification where we can 

explain what we are looking for in a new 

Rector and what our hopes and expectations 

are for All Saints in the years ahead.  

 

Obviously, we may all have different priorities, 

but we will be pleased to hear everybody’s 

views before we draw up the final document. 

We are hoping to have a special meeting to 

listen to these within the next few weeks. 

We are already well ahead with plans to cover 

services each Sunday and as far as possible 

we will try to stick to the normal service 

pattern. However, if we are unable to find an 

ordained replacement for any of our normal 

Eucharist Services we will have a service of 

Morning Prayer instead, led either by Janet, 

our Reader, Martin, our Lay Leader of Worship, 

or a visiting Reader. Bishop Jane, Bishop of 

Hertford, has already agreed to come for 

Remembrance Sunday and Archdeacon 

Janet has agreed to come for all services on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 

All Saints is known as a welcoming and caring 

church, and we will need help to ensure that 

nobody feels forgotten or ignored. Jo has 

ensured that visits to those who are 

housebound or sick have been carried out 

and we aim to ensure that this continues but 

we will need support. It would be helpful to 

know who amongst the church members 

currently keeps in touch with those unable to 

get to church so that we can ensure that our 

pastoral care continues. Also volunteers who 

are prepared to join a pastoral visiting team 

would be most welcome. 

 

The normal occasional offices of Baptism, 

Marriage and Funerals will continue during the 

vacancy and the churchwardens will liaise 

with people requesting these services to 

ensure that adequate cover is provided, by 

clergy from other local churches. 

 

Church events will continue as far as possible 

but again we will need more volunteers able 

to be available to help at Social and Fund-

raising events. If we feel that we don’t have 

the resources to hold specific events, we may 

be forced to cancel or reschedule them. 

However, if we have a large pool of willing 

volunteers, we may be able to do even more. 

 

Please be assured that, with the help of God 

and upheld by your prayers, we will do all we 

can to ensure that the worshipping 

community here at All Saints receives the 

spiritual and practical support which is so 

important to us all. We have been assured of 
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support from the Archdeacon and both the 

Rural Dean and Assistant Rural Dean as well as 

a number of other local clergy and we have a 

strong team of officers and PCC members and 

many others, who will help us cope with any 

challenges and ensure that we take the right 

steps to ensure that Jo’s successor, whoever 

they may be, will be pleased to lead us 

forward on our journey of faith, growing in the 

love of Christ and sharing the Gospel with the 

people of all ages in this Parish and beyond. 

 

Love 

Janet & Verity 

 

Greenwatch 
 

On Saturday, 23rd September, Roy Woodward 

gave us a splendid Introduction to Dragonflies 

and Damselflies.    He spoke with great 

enthusiasm and a deep knowledge of his 

subject.    Roy is the County Dragonfly 

Recorder for the Hertfordshire Natural History 

Society and British Dragonfly Society.    He is 

currently collecting records for a new 

distribution atlas of Hertfordshire’s species and 

was handing out a leaflet to those who could 

assist in submitting records of sightings.   The 

new survey will run from 2022 – 2027.    Several 

new species have reached the county, with 

our warming climate.    This is Roy’s hobby, not 

his ‘proper job’, so we are particularly grateful 

to him for giving us his time and expertise.    

 

Thank you, Roy. 

 

Many thanks to all who helped provide 

refreshments, coffee, and light lunches, who 

served them, and cleared up afterwards, also 

a big thank you for the publicity, for the music, 

and for the technical help.     The event raised 

£200 for All Saints. 

 

The next Green Watch talk will be on Saturday, 

14th October, at 1 pm, when  David Birley, Co-

ordinator of the Hertfordshire Waste 

Partnership  will be talking about the 

Hertfordshire Waste Partnership’s  Initiative on 

Avoiding Food Waste, and other projects from 

Waste Aware.            

 

Aid for Ukraine  

September load 
 

The September load of targeted humanitarian 

aid for Ukraine, which Tina Banks/ALFS have 

sent, was sponsored by the Friends of All Saints 

together with proceeds from the Produce 

Stall.    It was the ‘usual’ 22 pallet loads, taken 

by articulated lorry.    As this load is quite 

personal to All Saints, I thought people would 

be interested to know what it consisted of, so 

here is a list.    It took Tina and her son four hours 

to load, with the help of two not-young lorry 

drivers. 

 

Four generators (weigh 49 kilos), 200 sacks of 

dog food (each weigh 15 kilos), 200 sacks of 

cat food, 200 crates food: assorted human, 60 

walking aids, commodes etc., 85 boxes of 

toiletries, assorted. 25 boxes of nappies, 25 

crates baby formula milk and baby food, 10 

boxes sanitary products. Premature baby 

clothes, children’s and adults’ clothes, kids’ 

shoes, underwear, and socks, all new.   Art 

supplies, school supplies, toys, sweets, and 

biscuits, 50 footballs, 100 water bottles, 50 

football kits. 

 

  
 

Tina is still looking for a warehouse, 300 to 500 

sq ft, with access for an articulated lorry once 

a month.     She obviously also needs an 

electric forklift truck!     The really good news is 

that ALFS is now a registered charity with the 

Charity Commissioners! 



    
The list of requests for the next load, leaving in 

about a month’s time (hopefully there will be 

another in time for Christmas), is as follows: 

 

Food, hygiene products, generators, heaters, 

power banks, flashlights, batteries, blankets, 

thermal underwear, winter coats, toiletries, 

tea, coffee, sugar, tinned meat and fish, 

meals, pasta and pasta sauce, biscuits, 

sweets, and chocolate for the children.    

Nappies, baby milk, baby formula, diapers, 

baby food.    Sanitary products.     Sleeping 

bags, tents, camping stoves, gas. 

 

 
 

This year Tina is not going to ask for shoe boxes 

at Christmas.    Instead, she is aiming for at least 

1,000 tins of sweets like Celebrations and 

Heroes, £4 a box in Tesco, for each child and 

to share with family. 

 

She would like me to thank you all for your 

support for Ukraine and for what she is doing.    

She really is doing an amazing job in a very 

professional way.     Thank you, Tina (Banks).     

 

(13A Queens’ Road or I am happy to be a go-

between if that helps, Fiona). 

 

Concerts/Events in October 

  
 

Full details on our website at 
https://www.allsaintshertford.org/concerts.php 

 
 

 
 

 

  



    

Parish Diary October 2023

Sunday 1st Harvest/Seventeenth Sunday  

after Trinity 

10.00 am  All-Age Harvest Festival 

12.30 pm  Farewell lunch  

6.30 pm  Choral Communion 

 

Monday 2nd  

10.00 am  Simon Balle Harvest Service 

 

Wednesday 4th (Francis of Assisi) 

12.00 noon for 1.00 pm Soundbites: 

  Alex Ashworth – Baritone 

  Christopher Benham - Piano 

 

Thursday 5th 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 

1.00 pm Morgans Harvest Service 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 6th (Wiliam Tyndale) 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices in Church 

 

Sunday 8th Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  Morning Prayer 

6.30 pm  Choral Evensong 

 

Wednesday 11th (Ethelburga) 

12.00 noon for 1.00 pm Soundbites: 

  Yuzhou Zang – Violin 

  Shirley Wu - Piano 

 

Thursday 12th (Wilfred) 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 13th (Edward the Confessor) 

5.30 pm  Choir Practices in Church 

 

Saturday 14th   

11.30 am Coffee Morning 

12.00 noon Light Lunches  

1.00 pm  Green Watch Talk Waste Aware 

David Birley 

 

Sunday 15th Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  Family Eucharist 

6.30 pm  Choral Compline 

 

Wednesday 18th (Luke) 

12.00 noon for 1.00 pm Soundbites: 

  Gerard Cousins – Guitar 

 
 

Thursday 19th (Henry Martyn) 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer  

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 20th   

5.30 pm  Choir Practices in Church 

 

Saturday 21st 

9.00 am Work Party 

6.00 pm Concert Coro Chamber Choir 

 

Sunday 22nd  Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

10.00 am  Parish Communion 

6.30 pm  Choral Evensong  

 

Monday 23rd 9.00 am Work on organ 

 

Wednesday 25th (Crispin & Crispinian) 

12.00 noon for 1.00 pm Soundbites: Choir 18 

 

Thursday 26th (Alfred) 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer  

7.30 pm All Saints Art 

 

Friday 27th  

5.30 pm  Choir Practices in Church 

 

Saturday 28th (Simon & Jude) 

7.30 pm Concert by HCS 

 

Sunday 29th Last Sunday after Trinity/Bible 

Sunday 

10.00 am  Morning Prayer 

6.30 pm  Service suitable for the season 

 

Tuesday 31st    

7.30 pm Forever Mine at St Andrews 

 

NOVEMBER  Wednesday 1st (All Saints) 

12.00 noon for 1.00 pm Soundbites: 

Natasha Page – Soprano 

Adrian Oldland - Piano 

 

Contact information 
www.allsaintshertford.org     : : : AllSaintsHertf 

  

Churchwardens wardens@allsaintshertford.org  

Mrs Janet Bird 01992 587544 

Mrs Verity Tranter 01992 265968 

 

Office office@allsaintshertford.org  

 

Full list of contacts 

https://www.allsaintshertford.org/contacts.php 
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